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Why do we need planning?

• Consider external impacts of 
development

• Allow local communities to have their 
say

• Allow Government to specify social, 
economic and environmental priorities

• Mechanism for mediating interests

• Protect natural and built heritage

• Ensure adequate infrastructure is 
provided

• Create certainty and investor 
confidence

“Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct 
power to develop a shared vision for their 
neighbourhood and shape the development and growth 
of their local area. They are able to choose where they 
want new homes, shops and offices to be built, have 
their say on what those new buildings should look like 
and what infrastructure should be provided, and grant 
planning permission for the new buildings they want to 
see go ahead. Neighbourhood planning provides a 
powerful set of tools for local people to plan for the 
types of development to meet their community’s needs 
and where the ambition of the neighbourhood is 
aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the 
wider local area.”



What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

• Introduced by Localism Act 2011

• Allows communities to shape their 
area

• Specifically for Steeple Ashton Parish 
covering the neighbourhood area 
designated 15th September 2022

• Establishes land use policies

• Part of the ‘Development Plan’ 

• Will be used to determine planning 
applications (alongside Wiltshire 
policies)

National Policy

•NPPF

•Guidance

Development Plan

• Local Plan

•Steeple Ashton 
Neighbourhood 
Plan

Local Guidance

•Wiltshire Design 
Guide

•Bat Mitigation 
Strategy





What can a Neighbourhood Plan do?

• Define where new housing, 
employment and other development 
should be located i.e. settlement 
boundary and allocations 

• Control the size and density of new 
development

• Protect green spaces and community 
assets

• Define local heritage and help to 
protect it for future generations

• Aid delivery of good design

• Support plans to mitigate impacts of 
climate change

• Deliver net gains in biodiversity



What can’t a Neighbourhood Plan do?

• Prevent development

• Be in conflict with national and 
Wiltshire policies

• Propose less development than 
identified in the Wiltshire Local Plan*

• Impose unreasonable burdens on new 
development

• Address non land use matters such as 
litter, dog fouling, speeding etc

*Neighbourhood planning bodies are encouraged to plan to meet their 
housing requirement, and where possible to exceed it. Housing 
requirement figures for neighbourhood plan areas are not binding as 
neighbourhood planning groups are not required to plan for housing 
(currently).



What can a Neighbourhood Plan 
achieve?
A neighbourhood plan gives 
communities direct power to develop a 
shared vision for their neighbourhood 
and shape the development and growth 
of their local area. 

They are able to choose where they 
want new homes, shops and offices to 
be built, have their say on what those 
new buildings should look like and what 
infrastructure should be provided. 

A neighbourhood plan can deal with the 
issues the community considers are 
relevant to their area. It can allocate land 
for development and establish general 
planning policies for development and 
the use of land in a neighbourhood. The 
detail of the plan can be tailored to the 
wishes of local people. 

It could just deal with a single issue, or 
be wide-ranging to address economic, 
social and environmental issues. 



What are the benefits?

• Stronger role for communities to 
shape their area

• A neighbourhood plan sits alongside 
the local plan prepared by Wiltshire 
Council and is used to assess planning 
applications

• Establishing a positive vision for 
communities to set out how they want 
Steeple Ashton to develop over the 
next 10, 15, 20 years in ways that meet 
identified local needs and makes 
sense for local people.

• Community established planning 
strategy supported by referendum

• 25% of revenues from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) compared to 
15%

• Allocating land and policies to meet 
the identified housing requirement 
gives additional protections for 2 years 
against speculative development



What are Wiltshire Council’s 
proposals for Steeple Ashton?
• Steeple Ashton remains a ‘Large 

Village’

• A housing requirement for 35 homes in 
period 2016 to 2036*

• Site allocations will generally be made 
in neighbourhood plans
• Where do these homes go?

• What size homes should be 
provided?

• How many should be affordable?

*the current housing requirement and plan period is indicative 
only and so may be subject to change as the Wiltshire’s Local 
Plan Review progresses to adoption



Stages to create a Neighbourhood Plan

• Completed 15th September 2022 designating the whole civil parish of 
Steeple Ashton

Step 1 - Designating neighbourhood area

• Engagement with stakeholders and collection of evidence is referenced 
to support Plan policies

Step 2: Preparing a draft neighbourhood 
plan

• A draft plan will be subject to formal consultation (Regulation 14)
Step 3: Pre-submission publicity and 

consultation

• Once submitted to Wiltshire Council a statutory consultation will be 
undertaken (Regulation 16)

Step 4: Submission of a neighbourhood 
plan to the local planning authority

• An examiner will be appointed who will consider the plan and 
representations under legal test

Step 5: Independent Examination

• A community referendum will be held to determine whether the NDP will 
be 'made

Steps 6 and 7: Referendum and bringing 
the neighbourhood plan into force

We are 
here



Skills we need…

• Steering Group

• Community engagement

• Research

• Professional support by:



Questionnaire and Call for Sites

Scan the QR code to fill out the NDP Questionnaire
online or alternatively complete a hard copy.

• We are seeking your views on:
• what is good or bad about the area?
• what are the parish’s qualities as a place to live and 

work in?
• what issues affect the area (now or in the future)?
• what change would you like to see? 

• We are undertaking a Call for Sites to enable all 
persons who have an interest to promote their land (in 
whole or in part) for development. Find out more on 
the PC website or ask a member of the Steering Group. 

• Consultation closes 25th January 2023


