
 

 

STEEPLE ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Office: 2 St Mary’s School, High Street, Steeple Ashton, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 6EU 
Clerk:  Nicola Duke, April Rise, 81 Studland Park, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 3HN 01373 864127  

 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 4th April 2022 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 

 

Present: Cllr Leonard (Chair), Cllr Dallison, Cllr Tapper, Cllr Ash, Cllr Jones and Cllr Cottle. 

In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Wiltshire Councillor Seed and 11 members of the public. 

 

Open Forum 

Members of the public were invited to make representations to the Council on any matters relating to the work of 
the Council or to raise any issues of concern:  

 A resident asked Cllr Seed for an update on outstanding enforcement issues relating to The Sanctuary, Dark 
Lane North. Cllr Seed reported that the officer dealing with the matter had been away but he was chasing 
Wiltshire Council to get this taken forward.  He informed the resident that there were, unfortunately, 
resource issues at Wiltshire Council which were delaying matters.  

 A resident asked the PC to note that the verge outside 3a and 3b High St had not been cut by the contractor 
and asked for them to be reminded.  

 Comments were invited in respect of the planning application for 1 St Mary’s: 
o The applicant for the proposed development spoke to the application, seeking the PC’s support for 

the application and providing details of the proposed works; highlighting the amenity space which 
would be provided with the development.  

o The architect spoke in support of the application drawing attention to the objections from residents 
on the Planning Portal.  He confirmed that the garage would be closed, not open. He confirmed that 
there had been no objections lodged from the Highways Department in terms of access to the 
proposed development and stated the view that the impact on the street scene would be minimal.  

o A representative of the Friends of SA noted that the application made reference to the provision of 
affordable housing, asking the PC to note that the stock of such properties was reducing and asking 
for consideration to be given to how this could be maintained.  

o A resident asked the PC to note the comments submitted to the Planning Portal and queried the 
applicant’s claim that the development was providing affordable housing. The applicant confirmed 
that this related to the price of a 4 bed property in Steeple Ashton and not to a reduced open market 
value sale.  

 The applicant for the planning application at Bullen’s Farm spoke to the application, outlining the 
background to the application and confirming the ecologists hope that the bats present in the building 
would migrate to the new barn once it was established. He confirmed that works would not commence 
immediately as the migration of the bat population needed to take place first.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 AGENDA ITEM  

 

21.237 

 

 

Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Cllr Dampier due to family commitments, accepted. 
Cllr Cottle had given apologies for lateness due to farming commitments, accepted. 

21.238 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate 
Cllr Leonard declared an interest in the planning application relating to St Mary’s as 
a consultee for the application.  
  

21.239 

 

Minutes of Council Meetings 
The minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th March 2022 were approved 
for accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Tapper, seconded Cllr Cottle).  
 

21.240 

 

Wiltshire Council Report 
Wiltshire Councillor Seed had no further report beyond his comments in the public 
session.  There were no questions.   

21.241 

 

Planning Applications and Decisions 
 
Planning Applications 

 
PL/2022/01717 - 1 ST MARYS, STEEPLE ASHTON, TROWBRIDGE, BA14 6EN - Two storey 
extension to side of existing house to include double garage at ground floor and two 
bedrooms at first floor – Cllr Dallison confirmed there was permission to build on the 
rear plot and asked the application how access to that would work.  It was reported 
that there was separate access from the High Street at the rear – No objection.  
 
PL/2022/01812 - 41 Newleaze, Steeple Ashton, Trowbridge, Wilts, BA14 6EF - 
Demolition of existing lean-to utility area and construction of extension to kitchen and 
formation of a toilet facility adjacent to front door – No objection. 
 
PL/2022/01792 - 42 NEWLEAZE, STEEPLE ASHTON, TROWBRIDGE, BA14 6EF - 
Extension to form new toilet and porch area. Adaptations to existing open topped 
enclosure to form covered storage and entrance area – No objection. 
 
PL/2022/01865 - 60 A Yew Tree House High Street, Steeple Ashton, BA14 6EU - T1 - 
Yew tree - Monolith Yew tree to 3 m due to excessive decay in stem – No objection. 
 
PL/2022/02409 - BULLEN HILL FARM, ASHTON COMMON, STEEPLE ASHTON, 
TROWBRIDGE, BA14 6DY - Conversion and extension of an existing residential building 
to form two dwellings and erection of Garage Building – No objection. 
 
Planning Decision  

PL/2022/00298 - Pear Tree Cottage, 15 Dark Lane North, Steeple Ashton, BA14 6EY -  
Demolition of rear entrance lobby, construction of two storey extension with juliet 
balcony on first floor, gazebo to cover existing Jacuzzi in timber construction, 



 

 

reduction of tree canopy to facilitate new extension and proposed solar panel array - 
Approve with Conditions 

 
Members considered a planning applications received after the issue of the agenda 
(where the response time fell outside of the meeting schedule). 
 
PL/2022/02611 - 43 HIGH STREET, STEEPLE ASHTON, TROWBRIDGE, BA14 6EU - 
Western Red Cedar - Fell as too close to house – Comment by email after the meeting. 
 
PL/2022/01502 and PL/2022/02724 - THE MANOR, CHURCH STREET, STEEPLE 
ASHTON, TROWBRIDGE, BA14 6EW - Internal and external alterations to house 
including new back staircase, relocating kitchen, changes to ceiling and floor heights, 
removal of 1 existing bathroom, addition of roof lights and general repairs. Alterations 
to modern garage and adjacent oil tank/bin store area – defer to the May meeting. 
 

21.242 

 

Grounds maintenance contract 2022-23 
Members reviewed the specification for the contract and considered an appropriate 
tender process, agreeing the following:   

o The verge cutting at 3a and 3b High Street would be added to the 
specification. 

o There were conifer trees overhanging Footpath F4 from Dark Lane North to 
the Sanctuary paddock – the Clerk to was asked to write to the landowner to 
request that these be attended to.  

o The patch of land at the back of The Butts with the dog bin and bench would 
be added to the specification. 

o The Clerk was asked to check with Cllr Dampier as to any alterations required 
in terms of the cutting of the football pitch.  

 
Members considered a tender process as it was agreed to first liaise with the current 
contractor to establish his costs for 2022/23. The Clerk would talk to the contractor 
and report back to the next meeting of Council.  
 

21.243 

 

Steeple Ashton Village Hall  
Members had been provided with an update on planned works to the Village Hall and 
considered information contained therein regarding the allocation of the PC’s 
previously agreed grant. Following debate, it was resolved that the grant for the 
replacement of the heating system would stand up to the figure which had been 
previously agreed. Works to the kitchen would not be supported via PC grant. 
 

21.244 

 

Football, St Mary’s  
Members had received a report on the costs associated with permitting football 
matches at St Mary’s and considered the next steps.  It was confirmed that prices per 
match had not increased for several years. It was noted that in previous years’ costs 
had broken even. Following debate, it was agreed that the Clerk and Chair would 
discuss the rising costs with the football team to ascertain what cost per match could 
be accommodated given the aim that the parish should not incur costs in providing 



 

 

facilities for football. The Clerk would arrange a zoom meeting with the football team 
and the Chair would report back to the next meeting of Council.    
 

21.245 Staffing Matters  
Members noted that the national pay award for 2020-21 had now been agreed, noted 
that the Clerk had submitted her annual timesheet to the Chair and elected Cllr 
Leonard and Cllr Tapper with the additional appointment of Mrs Buffery-King (as 
expert member) to a HR Panel to discuss both items. The Panel would report the 
outcomes and any recommendations to the May meeting of the Council in 
confidential session.  
 

21.246 

 

Correspondence  

Keevil Motorsports meeting –  Cllr Cottle reported that he had spoken to the event 
organiser who had confirmed any speeding vehicles would be banned from events.  
Cllr Jones had looked at the SID data and there had been no difference in the results 
recorded on event days. This would be kept under review.  

 

21.247 

 

Councillor and Clerk Reports  
Financial Position Statement – a copy of the report as at 31.03.2022 had been 
circulated to members and was noted. The Clerk spoke to the report and clarified the 
sums held by the PC.  It was noted that the year had ended with an underspend of 
£430.  
 
Proposal for wild flower verge planting (referred from March meeting) – Cllr Cottle 
had provided information on proposals and the Chair suggested that the EMR for 
Environmental Projects could be allocated to this project.  Cllr Tapper spoke 
regarding sponsorship and suggested that this could be investigated and sponsorship 
signs could be erected.  A sponsor had been identified. The establishment of a 200m 
trial plot on land adjacent to Lopinger Farm was supported and it was confirmed that 
the landowner was content with the proposal. Further stretches would be considered 
after the trial period. Cllr Cottle would take this forward and prepare the ground 
when he attended to the footpaths. Cllr Tapper would speak to the business owner 
who had offered sponsorship and confirm the supply of the sign, which would be 
installed when the verge flowered. 
 
Update on approaches made to consultants for potential Neighbourhood Planning 
work– Cllr Dallison reported that he had identified a couple of consultants who might 
be able to assist the Council with Neighbourhood Planning.  The Clerk spoke regarding 
the Locality grant application.  Members considered the issue of whether to progress 
a neighbourhood plan and following debate, it was agreed to include this as an 
agenda item at the Annual Parish Meeting to gauge the level of public support. It was 
agreed that Cllr Dallison would liaise with the Chairman of West Ashton Parish 
Council to see if he could attend the meeting to speak to his experience of preparing 



 

 

a NP and the Clerk would contact Wiltshire Council to see if examples of a NP directly 
impacting decision making on planning applications could be provided.  
 
Update on Jubilee celebrations planning – Cllr Ash reported that information had 
been published in the newsletter regarding the timeline of events; which he outlined, 
confirming that the advertising of the events would continue especially via Facebook.  
There would be a final meeting of the planning group on 14th April.  The group would 
be asking residents organising street parties to let them know so that risk assessment 
forms could be provided and a schedule of street parties established. Members 
considered a request from a resident that the PC consider the purchase and 
installation of a bench seat, with a suitable inscription, commemorating the 
“Platinum Jubilee of Elizabeth ll’’. Following debate, it was agreed that the funds 
allocated to the Jubilee celebrations would be spent on events.  
 
Report on the March meeting of the Steeple Ashton Recreation and Community 
Development Group– notes of the meeting had been circulated. Cllr Dampier had 
presented apologies for absence and so no further report was given. Members noted 
the progress which had been made and there were no comments.  Cllr Dampier was 
thanked for the summary and wished well for the next meeting.  
 
Discussion on the summary document to the 2019 parish survey and its release via 
the website – it was agreed that the document needed some reworking before issue 
and the Chair would prepare a draft and circulated before issue; it was hoped to 
release prior to the APM.   
 
Update on the parish office clearance – the Clerk reported that the archiving material 
had been removed, the desk stored and she and Mrs Buffery-King had attended the 
office to commence packing the material for shredding.  Further bags were required 
and would be ordered. The shredding would be collected on 13th April 2022. Cllr Ash, 
Tapper and Jones offered to assist loading the bags, if required. 

 
Best Kept Village Competition 2022 – members considered whether to submit an 
entry and agreed not to proceed in 2022. 
 
Parish Steward – two items were listed for the next visit to the village; attending to 
the potholes in Church Street and cleaning the Steeple Ashton village signs.  

 

21.248 

 

Village Newsletter  
The following items were agreed for inclusion in the village newsletter: 
 

o Planning information  
o Update on the Jubilee celebrations and ticketing  
o Councillor vacancies  
o St Mary’s working group  
o Website information  

 



 

 

21.249 

 

Date of next meeting  
Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 27th April 2022 – members agreed the following 
actions in preparation for the meeting:  

o Issue of Invitations – Clerk  
o Advertisement of meeting – Clerk  
o Refreshments – wine, soft drinks and nibbles (Chair to collect) 

 
Annual Council Meeting – Thursday 5th May 2022. Ordinary meetings to resume in 
June 2022.  
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm. 


